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UR Lordſhip and I are not at 
all acquainted, I therefore take 


Leave to be very familiar with 1 
you, and to deſire you to be my 1 
27 Patron, becauſe you do not know 
me nor I you: Nor can this Mann 
f Addreſs ſeem ſtrange to your Lordſhip, 
it is warranted by ſuch numerous Frece- :: 

. =” dents. = 
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| dents. I have known 50 Author ile an Earl 
kor . es together, the he knew 
thing of bot that he had AN to 75 2 
N He made A Wiſe, Juſt, and Belgie for no 
on in the World, e | ph 8 
kim Charitabe, and 8 a noſe nt 
Stomach. "This Practice being l it 18 2 
very eaſy Matter to gueſs, by the Size of the 
Panegyrick, how wealthy the Patron may be, 
or how hungry the Author; if it exceeds 28 


. | theVicie i cite Day's 


and that his pies among all his other — 
Parts, has at leaſt cenqthenſand Pounds a Year. 
From all this we _ learn, that a great 


. Man's 1 is as calily known from a Dedi 
ion o fc 0 10 4 Roll ef his 
7 | | Be or, 15 

on y Wages for publiſhing his Wealth to the 


| World. 1 77 * 59 £208 0 

It is likewiſe evident, that no Lord Un low 
N muſt „ J an humble 05 de n 

us Wits, and Writ un] e baggain 
8 wth at as ſet Price; 22 1175 us ſo much a 
maaiece for every good Quality 15 has Occaſion for, 
We muſt not therefore judge of the High and 
5 as they are 3 4 in the Prontifpiec 


125 Books and ,P Forums: e are 4 
27 


ay” 15 115 a nds ie cut out Cloaths 

Mind 7 8 ever taking 

1 5 They have indeed two Rules 

5 never Ndepift. Firſt, The Dreſs 
audy + and; ' Secondly, Tt muſt - 

ines is. to make it of a vaſt Di 


ſs 40 cover (it all over with Tinſc 
belt and 3 the Poet in 


nager bl 
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the — of 6 aul 1 mens 5 for the 
and the Exatneſs are never conſulted. 
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would upon this Occaſion congratulate whe | 


lity upon the Advantage Which it is to 


ee to have their Characters draun by ſuch 


125 either d not; or dare not, know them; and 
conſequently” will be ſure not to put their Gra- 
: ces, Ins.” Lordſhips, and Lad Harp out of 
Countenance = A convenient Piece of good 
«Feeding, a Which, 1 N 10.1 are chank- 
00 TID Viet 4? A of 1 
For my ſelf, Abe 1 feed La I Drift of Er. 
eellencies ard Talents cramm d down a Noble- 


man's Throat, ho has no: Reliſſi of them, or 


Right to chem Jam not at all ſurpriz d, be- 
cauſe I am ſure it is not meant as an Enceini- 


- um upon his :Honowr, but meerly as a Declara- 
by 'tion of the Authors Wants, and a ene Com- 


plaint of Nakedneſs and Hunger. i i 


Some may reckon a Dependance on a great 


Man the beſt Reaſon and Foundation for dedi- 
dating to him; but I am not of their Opinion. 
For my Part, I have no Manner of Dependance 
on any Star and Garter in Great Britaim as any 

one may obſerve from the Chearfulneſs of my 
nf e and the Integrity of my Life. I own, 
that ſetting up for a Writer, 1 judg'd it conveni- 


F ent to me and my Book, to call in your Lord- 


ſhip for an Aſſiſtant, but no farther than juſt to 
ſet off and honour my Title-Page. I at firſt in- 
dieed intended to let the whole Credit of the 


1 1 remain with you, by entitlmg my Pam- 
© Fook An Eſſay of a Man of Quality : But my 


kſeller, who is a ſmoaky Fellow, and un- 


- derſtands the Pulſe of the People perfectly well, 
fell into a great Rage, and ask d me for the five 
N * again, which he had advanced to me, 
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told me, he had neither Pleaſure nor/Pro 
-ſelling waſte Paper to the Grocers at | two. Pe 
a P ound. Why, ſays he, 1 the famous 22 45 
might as rationally have writ Agua Fortis upon 
his Elixir: ITbe Eſay of a Man of Quality! III 


* 


vere to chain the Book to my Counter, it wou d 
not make it a more everlaſting Shop- keeper than 


this very Title: It is as bad as a Spell; and 


the moſt adventurous Reader will; not preſume 
to open the Book that is fortify d with it. — No, 


Noz if you muſt have the Front of your Book 


+embeliſh'd with ſomething of Title, you may 


call it, A Letter to a great Man: Since you do 


not name him, People will naturally imagine 


there is ſomething in it exceeding ſaucy and ſa- 


e Pamphlet popular. 1 | ve follow d | 
his Advice, and am Fother five Shillings the 


% 
— 


Ti richer for it. „„ £24 . OE 
on a great Man is not a good Reaſon for dedi- 
cating to him; for either he will receive the 
{Preſent of your Praiſe | as a juſt Tribute for 
ſuch your Dependance; (and then where is your 
Pay, and the due Hire of your Sweat and In- 
vention ?) or elſe he will reward vou with a Sort 


of Coin, calld Promiſes, ſtamp'&;with his Ho- 
nour, but never current amonſt Shop- keepers 


and Victuallers. Alas! Who will give you an 


Ell of Cloath, or a Cut of Beef upon it? It is 
a lamentable Thing, the World ſhould. be ar- 


rid to ſuch a Pitch of ill Breeeding, that now 


à Days a great Man's Word and Honour are as 
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And ſo Lil proceed” to aſſert, That the on- 
ly proper Patron for af uthor to inſcribe his 
Works to, is one to whom he is an utter Stran- 
ger, who having had no Manner of Commerge 
with the-aforefaid” Author, can underſtand his 

Dedication to be nothing eiſe but an elegant De- 
mand for ſuch a Sum of Ready Money. Dedica-- 
tions are therefore Bills of 3 drawn by 
the Witty u ? the Great, and payable at Sight. 
But, leſt the wo! thy Offering thould not be un- 
derſtood, or recompens d as it ought to be, thro' 
150 de lorable d of the c 

Hara ge them far above the Reach 
05 Ride dhe Impulſes of Humanity, 1 
have, for the Benefit of my worthy Companions, 
in the Labours of the Standiſh, drawn up the 
following Form, with which I would have all, 
Dedications to conclude. = 
The Right Honourable Dives Ert Wieſel, 
ere to 3 * for the fo ſlowing 15 

"fold and delive 
Tniprimis, For a Fake Stock of Lear- 

ning, very much wanted, 

Item, For a Barrel of rare Eloqu ence 
/ 'admird by all the World, but” 55 

never ung lcd * N of 274 
It, For as m uſtice and Hon 5 
as a Great Man has Occaſion Fe 6, Ru 1 


Lian hes 15 1 


It. For a Hogſhead of Courage te 80 6 80 


never ſaw the Sun, 
It. For half a Pound of Wit and Hu- 
mour, being all I had to ſpare 
but very good in their Kind, a 
-cheap, — — 
It For a Jong Line a Lineage ; = | 
great Quantities of ancient 
| 4 of them meaſur d, but on- + Sas "I 
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by our Kings. And we have Inſtances of Ap- 
pointments and Returns of Burgeſſes made by 
Lords of Towns, in our Parliament Rolls, tho“ 
theſe are very few: Amongſt the Parliament 
Writs, Anno 14 Q. Elix. there appears to be the 
following Return. FFT 


To all People to whom this preſent Wri- 
ting ſhall come: I Dame Dorothy Packington 
Widow, late Wife of Sir John Packington 

Knight, Lord and Owner of the Town of 
© Aylesbury, ſend Greeting. Know ye that I the 
* ſaid Dame Dorothy Packington have choſen, no- 
minated, and appointed the truſty and well- 
beloved Thomas Lichfield and George Burden Eſqs; 
© to be my Burgeſſes of my ſaid Town of Aylef-- 
* bury; and whatſoever the ſaid Thomas and 
George, Burgeſles, ſhall do in the Service of 
the Queen's: Highneſs, in the Parliament to 
© be holden at Weſtminſter, on, Tc. next enſu- 
ing the Date hereof, I the ſame Dorothy Pac- 
_ * kington do ratify and approve as my own Act, 
F as fully and effe&ually as if I were or might 
© bepreſent thereat. In witneſs, Oc. | 
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In antient Times it was left to the Sheriff of 
each County to name and direct which were 
Boroughs, and which were not, by the general 
words in the Writ, De qualibet Civitate duos Ci- 
ves, & de quelibet Burgo duos Burgenſes eligi facias, 
&c. to cauſe to be choſen two Citizens of every 
City, and two Burgeſſes of every Borough; 
and the Return of the Writ, thereon indorſed, 
was thus: I A. B. Sheriff, by virtue of this 
Writ, have cauſed to be choſen, in the Coun- 
* ty of, Sc. two DNS, of every 3 
39%} | 8 0 


5 / 


(wv) 


: "of the ſame County two Citizens, and of &ve- 
© ry Burgh of the ſaid County two Burgeſſes, 
of the beſt, moſt able, and diſcreet Knights, 

3 * Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the County, Cities 
and Burghs aforeſaid, according to the Tenor 

bof the Writ.” 


Anno 26 Edw. III. 1 Sheriff of ON in 
his Return of Burgeſſes for the Boroughs of his 
County, left out Luggerſhall, which had before 
ſent Burgeſſes to Parliament ; and there have 
been many other Omiſſions of poor inconſidera- 
ble Boroughs, for ſome hundreds of Years, 

rounded upon the like Returns; tho? in every 
e mention is made, that of every — 
two Burgeſſes have been choſen. 

But in the 5th Year of Richard II. there was a 
Law made, that if any Sheriff of the Realm 
ſhould be from, thencetorth negligent in making 
his Returns of Writs of the Parliament, or 
ſhould leave out of the ſaid Returns any Ci- 
ries or Boroughs which of old time were wont' 
to ſend Burgeſſes to Parliament, he was to be 
- puniſhed for the ſame ; yet notwithſtanding this 

Law, the Practice of the Sheriffs remained the 
fame it was before, till the Reign of King . Boy. | 
5 Wo thoꝰ ſince it has been altered. 


As to who were or ought to be the Electors 
in Boroughs, it hath very much exerciſed the 
Britiſþ Houſe of Commons. In the 22d Jon . 
in a Conteſt between Sir Wiliam Maſters, 


Sir Maurice Berkely, upon an Election — or 
Cirenceſter 1n Glouceſterſhire, it was reſolved, "tha 
no . of Parties, IPO can alter 2 
„ | e 


( It ) | 
legal Courſe of Elections; Py where there is 
no Charter or Cuſtom to the contrary, the E- 
lection is to be made by all the Heſbo/ders ; that 
Sir William Maſters was duly elected by the grea- 
ter Number of Inhabitants and Freeholders; and 
that where there is neither Charter nor Cuitom 
nor free Burgeſſes in any Borough, there the 
Election was to be made by Houpmaners, and 
not Freeholders only. 


In a Queſtion, whether the 8 or tle 


Capital Burgeſſes of the Borough of Biſton in 

Lincolnſhire, were the Electors * Members to 

Parliament, Anno 4. Car. 1. it was agreed by the 

Committee of Privileges, that the Ele&ion of 
Burgeſſes in all Boroughs did of common Right 

belong to the Commoners, and that nothing could 
take it from them, but a Preſcription and con- 
| ſtant Uſage beyond the Memory of Man. 


I appears in many Inſtances, that the Opi- 
nions of Committees, and the Reſolves of the 
Houſe of Commons, concerning the Right of 
electing of Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament, and 
the Perſons in Whom it is lodged, have been 
very much perplexed. They have judged the 
Communities, or Commonalties of Cities and 
Burghs, to be only the ordinary and lower ſort 


of Citizens, Burgeſſes, or Freemen ; and that 


the Right of Election of Burgeſſes in all Bo- 
roughs did belong to the Commoners, . viz. the 
ordinary Burgeſſes or Freemen, and not to the 


Mayor, Alderminy and Common Council. 


But the meaning of the words, Communitates 


| Civitatum & Burgorum, the Commonalty of Cities 
B+ --77 and 


— 
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and Boroughs, has always fignified (rightly un- 
derſtood) the Mayor, Aldermen, ' and Common 
Council, where they were to be found; or the 
Steward, or Bailiff, and capital Burgeſſes; or 
the Governing Part of Cities and Towns, by 
What Perſons ſoever they were governed, or Ti- 
tles called. a . 


And when ina conteſted Election for the City 
ol Bath, in the 13th Car. II. the principal Matter 
inſiſted upon by the Counſel, was, that the E- 
lection was made in the Name of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Citizens of Bath; which word 
Citizens neceſſarily and of common Right in- 
tended all the Citizens and Freemen of the City, 
3 and not thoſe Citizens only that were Common- 
a9 Council-Men: It was anſwered, that Knights 
| of the Shire are ſaid to be choſen by the Coun- 
BY ty, or the whole Community of the County; 
| and yet theſe words do not extend to all the In- 
F habitants of the County: for thoſe whoſe 
Eſtates are in Money or Goods, Leaſeholders, 
q Oc. have not any Vote in ſuch Elections. And 
the Commons, aſſembled in Parliament, are uſu- 
ally ſtiled the Commonalty of the Realm, tho? . 
they are but a ſele& Number of Perſons elected. 


* 7 ů— 
: g 


In ſeveral Counties, the Citizens and Burgeſſes 
| Were formerly choſen in the County-Courts with 
the Knights of Shires, on the Day of the Elec- 
tion of ſuch Knights, and jointly returned in 
1 one Indenture. There were commonly ſent 
dour or five Citizens or Burgeſſes from the re- 
| _ ſpective Cities or Boroughs, whereof the Mayor 
or Chief Magiſtrate was uſually one, to the 
| County Court ; and there, by the Aﬀent Oy | 
. | f * VP FNOIC 
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whole Community of the City or Bash from 
vhich they were ſent, Citizens and Burgeſſes 


were choſen, with fall Power for themſelves, 
and their ſoverat Communities, to do and con- 


ſent to ſuch things, as, by che Common Council 


of the Kingdom, afſembled in Parliament, ſhould 
be ordained and enacted. 


How far this Practice, with that of omitting 
the Returns of poor inconſiderable Boroughs, 
would be {till of uſe to the publick Welfare, T 
leave to others to judge: But this I will fay, 
that if the Freeholders of Counties, and the 
Electors of ſome of our moſt conſiderable Bo- 
roughs, were only to make Elections, we ſhould 
probably have a great deal leſs Bribery and Cor- 
ruption than at preſent: We ſhould then have 
no ſuch thing as Stockjobbing of Elections; 
and what perhaps is now very common, we 
ſhould rarely find a Member in the Houſe of 
Commons ſer a Price upon his Vote. 


Haring now gone through my Short Hiſtory, 
or Notice of Boroughs, and the Rights, Liber- 
ties, and Privileges of our Burgeſs 
hope has not been an unprofitable Excurſion) I 
ſhall return to my Subject, and ſet forth the va- 
rious Arts, Ways, Humours, and Stratagems the 
Candidates of- Counties, Cities, and Boroughs 
have, for ſome Ages paſt, thought neceſſary to 
gain their ſeveral Elections. 


By the ancient Retains of Writs 96 1 Electiod 


the Members that are choſen are ſaid to be the | 


beſt, moſt able, and the diſcrecteſt Knights, Citi- 
ze; 1 Burgeſſes. In the * of ſome of 


Our 


(which 1 


— 


wn) 

our Edwards, a Return of this nature might be 
juſtly and honeſtly made ; which is more than I 
can ſay of all the CO of Members to ſerve in 


Parliament in any of our late Reigns. 


Inſtead of our Elections bein made out of the 

beft of the People, ſome of the worſt, for their Un- 
derſtandings, Principles, Religion, and Morals, 
and every thin ng but their Wealth, (acquired by 

the Plunder of thoſe they repreſen) have, in 
late-times, been choſen as the Guardians of the 
People. Thoſe Perſons who have done us the 


flavour to rid us of our Money, we have pru- 


dently made choice of, to eaſe us of our Liber- 
ties: and this, conſidering the preſent Poſture 
of Affairs, it is feared may have Continuance 

to Ages to come; and — thoſe Foot-ſteps of 
Liberty we have yet remaining, * be wholly 


| eflac'd and rubb'd out. 


For, our r Servants, Sho N ſer- 

ved us for Wages, were no ſooner elected, than 
they became our Maſters. They were then, for 
the moſt part, above the Accep tance of our Al- 
lowances, and nothing would tis them but a 
National Plunder. They had private Ways 
and Means of being paid their Hire; and thoſe 
- who ſent them to the Houſe, tho? they diſliked 
their Proceedings, hey. not the Power to MAP 
unn. 1 


But why ſhould we be ſuch Fools to elect fack 
Kuaves, for a fhare in the Government over a 
ree· born People? Why ſhould we let their Ar- 


tiſices prevail, and the Hollowin w of the Owl 


hy ſhould we 
\ Rruggſe ' 


charm ys like the Nightingale ? 


rugge like ZEſop's two — for the Aſs, 
in chuſing our Repreſentatives? Why ſhould we 


fight and skirmiſh, break Heads, and 55 gerhead 


it, and loſe Blood. in abundance ? 3 laſtly, 
Why ould we be "OY and pre by F Elec- 
tions? „ 


The Anſwer to alt theſe; is ks; ; obs for 
Money we do them: tis for this we plunge into 
Misfortunes. Our Candidates have Ways to en- 
ſnare us; many are their Stratagems, and all 


are ſucceſsful, for none can reſiſt the * 


. 
1 of our Candidates ſo lively imitate their 


glorious Anceſtor Oliver Cromwell, that they can 
- whine and weep over their Country? s Wrongs, 


when they have nothing elſe in view but to ruin 
that Country they artfully diſſemble an Affection 
for. No mercenary Prieſt, to procure his Gain, 

nor common Proſtitute, to prevail upon giddy | 


and unthinking Youths, can deviſe equal In- 


trigues, and more induſtriouſly conceal their 


_ Hypoeriſy and Diſſimulation, than our e 
| e for Elections. . e 46 


Some, who put up for this Truſt i in As Ota 


n are bold and bully it, and think 


to obtain that by Compulſion, which they can- 
not acquire by any other Means: they threaten 


Ruin to all Electors, who, by their Employ- 


ments and Profeſſions, have any Dependance up- 
on them. Theſe ſort of Perſons are to be ſtar- 


ved and undone, if they are ſo bold and auda- 
eious as to aft n r and give their 


Voices 


3 £ 
| 


(16). 


Voices agreeably to the Dictates of their 
Conſciences, and er 9 own Frie- 


Ae | 
Other Candidates lend SR to | Eleors, 


on the Security of their Notes, as a ſure 


Pledge for going on the right ſide, as they 
call it; which Notes, perhaps, are deliver'd 
up, in caſe the Perſons, by whom they are gi- 
ven, betray themſelves and their Country for 
the Conſideration; but if they preſume to de- 
rogate from the private Condition of ſuch 
Notes, and vote for other Candidates, the un- 
happy Debtors are thrown into Priſon, from 


| whence they have no Hopes of Ty but by 
an Act of Grace. 


1 vr of late we WW Land of 2 wa Lind 


of Engagements ; which, tho. not the ſame, are 


much of the fame nature. It ſeems, in the pre- 


ſent Election, ſome Candidates for | Boroughs, 


who, having try'd all manner of Ways to ſecure 
themſelves, and doubting; Succeſs, have fur-- 
niſh'd their Managers with Money, to lay Wa- 
gers with the Wives of the Electors; Ten 
Guineas to one, that they ſhould not be 
elected; thinking, that to win the Ten Gui- 
neas, the Wives might prevail upon their Huſ- 
bands to vote for them. Some, I am inform- 


ed, expect to ſuoceed by this Device; which, 


by a common Conſtruction, is nothing es chan 


Te of 'Ten Guineas a Vore. "eh 


Sb Gone Follows - who Tha bus tits 1e Wie 
m their Heads, tho ,much Mercury, make it 


their Bulineſs to court and careſs the Electors 


Wives, 
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Wives, and to ſalute them with Guineas 
in their Mouths. A golden Kiſs from a 
handſome young Squire goes far. And when 
the Women have been neglected by one Set 
of Candidates, the Candidates, on the o- 
ther ſide, have the ſureſt Profpect of Suc- 
' ceſs, by Applications to them, Feaſts, Balls, 
Muſick, and all Entertainments, are to be 
at their ſervice; no Expence, on this at- 
count, muſt be f Ne. They love to eat 
high, "and to fe asdrisg üg, and the Re- 
ſpect due to Quality muſt be paid chem, 
ION they are but Seen li as. 
I have MY off favs! Women, * 2 1 ** 
book ſo extravagantly zealous for the Setvice 
of ſuch Members they wiſh'd choſen, thar'they 
have made Promiſes and Reſolutions not to 
permit their Husbands Embraces, till they 
"had obtain'd from them Aſſuranoccs of their 
os for cheir favourite CER. ig 
Doring be Time of Ellie Tis 
** given to all, manner of Scandal; if a Can- 
didate has been guilty of a Crime com- 
mitted with the utmoſt Secrefy, and never 
heard of before, he is ſure to have it-pab- 
- liſhed, with, Additions, before the Election 
is over. All che Faults''of a Man's | Life, 
„And of his Family and Dependents, he muſt 
enpect to hrar of, and to hear it often re- 
pested; which n certain Gentle 
man, on his putting up night of the 


-the Shire ſome. e linge, 95 ask his Lady 
ret N ni 


9 
„ $4.4 


ix 18 * 


F if = had 3 free of her. 8 
for if ſhe bad, he nee be ſure to 
be told on't. VV 


3 


_ Upon theſe Oucalione? 6 ag — 
Inſults are offer'd to the beſt ſort of 
Perſons, who oppoſe the Intereſt of. a 
popular Candidate; nor can a Juſtice 
of Peace eſcape the Fury of the Rah- 
ble. An Iaſtance of Which, we had 
in the late Election for Meſpminſter, 
ben a certain Juſtice, Horſe and 
all, were e and owe: into a 


FEE ; 
901 


Fa 3 e ee e r 
64 The ants EY ee K. a Lite 

2 Mobbing. and Rioting with Impu- | 
Thouſands aſſemble. and meet 

| er, Who have no Voices, any 

further than kheir loud Huzzas, and 
their daken Cüdgels, will influence 


ah their PIER LN berter; ha 


£4* 
F HT his: e 7 ** Suit & | 
_ [*rhe- People, beyond any thing elſe. 
by And happy is that Prince; who has 
tlie Populace on his Side: As the great 
F . Queen Elizabeth very juſtiy obſerved, 
\ Hey are the , G., But 8 
4 muſt 


tz. 


| 


Canpy 
muſt be confeſs d, that this Spirit in 
the beg is very much heighten'd 
by Liquor: Much Drink will carry 
an Election, generally ſpeaking, ſooner 
than any thing, but Mozey. And I 
have known, on the very Day of E- 
lection, that a Candidate has gain'd 
his Point, by placing Hogſheads of 

Wine in a Market: place, and tapping 
them at both Ends, with Liberty for 
Friends and Enemies, without Diſtinc- 
tion, to drink their Fill; which has 
had ſuch an Effect on the latter, that 
they have forgot all formet Engage- 


ments, and given their Voices for the 


Gentleman whoſe Bartelt were runs 
_—_ art both Ends. Cn; = 47944: SE) 
| N 

The other Artifices 1 in Blecs 
tions are many and various; there 
are Variety of Stratagems, beſides that 
of the Bottle, - tho Money has the Pre- 
heminence, and the heavieſt Portman 
teau ſeldom fails to make the Elec- 
tion; it qualifies the Candidate be- 
yond all Object ion, and makes him 95 
pear a Patriot ro the Prople. | 


Many are the Candidates ſent i into 


| the * who make it their poli- 
TY _rical - 


620 ; 
tical Buſineſs to rail againſt all Courts, 
and all kind of Governments, but 
ſuch as the People ſeem to be in- 

clin'd toe They'll be of any Religi- 
on, of any Party, and for any Admi- 
niſtration, the Electors ſhall propoſe, 
during tlie time their Elections are 
ſolliciting: But What are they after - 
Wards? Are they of any Religion, for 
any Party, or any Ruling Power, but 
What is oppoſite to the Intereſt of thoſe 
ey rwpreſcarf” 17 TD 0 


%% pi 091k ws £4 FNC Bi it T7 20 
This, I believe, will be found too 
true to admit of Contradiction; tho, 
I think, as to Party, the Time is now | 
come that Parties are dropt- The late 
Whizs have been guilty of ſuch Prac- 
tices, that they are aſham'd of the 
Name, and are by nothing ſo much 
diſtinguiſh'd as their Crimes; and the 
Tories, having ſufferd by their Folly, 
are no longer deſirous of any ſuch 
Diſtinct ion. The preſent Parties are 
| tor Coum and'Conmtry;— I don't fay 
A Freedom and Slavery, tho: ſome Per- 
| ſons have given a Turn to Deſigns on 
foot having a Tendency that way. 
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Which of theſe Intereſts the People 
in general will be willing to embrace, 
is eaſy to determine, they are un- 
doubtedly for the latter, and I cannot 
by any means blame them: and yet, 
at the ſame time, I am as great an 
Advocate for the Court, as I think 
is conſiſtent with the Love of my 
Country. i 3 


We have an Inſtance at this time 
of dividing Intereſts, and even join- 
ing oppoſite Parties to keep out Per- 
ſons, in the Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, from any ſhare in the Service 
of it. I could mention a very honeſt 
Gentleman, and a worthy Patriot, who 
has met with Treatment of this 
kind, for no other Crime than that 
of endea vour ing to bring to- Juſtice 
Robbers of the Public. 7292 
Amongſt the many Methods, fre- 
quently uſed in making Elections, 
there are none fo openly againſt our 
Conſtitution, and the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Subject, as the Intereſt 
that is made in all Elections by the 
Peers of the Realm. We have I 
K Es ew 


| 


few Elections, (22), à very great 
Number of Candidates elected by 


the Interpoſition of the Nobility, who 
have large Poſſeſſions to influence a 


| Choice, and ſome of them have ſingly 


nde ten or twenty Members. 

In our former Elections of Knights 
of the Shire, I am well informed, it 
has been uſual for Candidates to grant 


Eſtates to Perſons of the meaneſt Cir- 


cumſtances, and the worſt of Princi- 
ples, as a Qualification to vote for 


their Election; and to have either 4 


latent Deed or a Bond to reſign, 
when the Election is over, on Pay- 
ment of the Sums agreed for tow 


Votes. wy . 


Wa SPE to een Eleors, 


great Numbers of Freemen are of- 


tentimes made, to ſerve the pur poſe 
of procuring a Majority for a Can- 


chan — 8 Hire. 4. 


didate, who aims at nothing but to 
ſell his Country: And thus are the 
Freemen of this Kingdom made ſub- 
ſervient to Slavery amongſt us; they 
are made free Today, to be Slaves 
To- morrow, and all for a leſs Purchaſe f 


— ͤ— — 


( 2; dY 
A certain Great Lady tas bet ” "oi 
tive on this Account, in a ceftain 
Borough; but 1 hope to ſee her diſ- 
appointed, and that our Freemen, in 
the Election now on foot, will ſhew 
themſelves Such, and ' convince the 


| World, that Freedom, on theſe Terms 
15 not always the Price of Slavery. 


Our Military Gentlemen promiſe 
to excuſe the Inhabitants of Boroughs 
from the quartering of Soldiers, to 
puſh their Intereſts in Borough- Elec- 
tions. And, on the other hand, when 
they find their Intereſt upon.” its De. 
cline, they threaten the People With 
Drums and Fire-Arms ; and tell them, 
there ſhall not be a Houſe ina City 

or Borough without irs Soldier. I am 
told a Great General has lately thus 
| threatened a tt in his A 
tion. 5 
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The cunning , Lare el for up 
for Candidates, promiſe to promote 
the beſt of Laws for the Welfare of 
Society, and to be the Great Guardians 
py the Liberty of the People; but, 
inſtead of it, 'tis by their- means that 
the 


— - 
Py 


the beſt deſigned Laws have been of. 
5 tentimes evaded, and rendered uſe- 


FF Our Merchants, who are Candi- 
dates, make very large Promiſes what 
they will do for . rade; but this 
Trade, when we come to find it 
out, is a Trade in a Certain Houſe, 
too profitable for thoſe that are out 
of it to know or underſtand. And 
ſome of them propoſe advantageous 
Schemes for the very ſame purpoſe: 
But theſe, I hope, by our late Miſ- 
fortunes, are not at this time to be 
eſteemed Merit in the Perſons pro- 


Poling them. RN 


From the Sons of our Nobility 1 
have already hinted what we may 
expect; they ought to. be excluded 
| the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, for the 
Reaſons 1 have given in my Obſerya- 
tions on the Influence of the Peerage ; 
they'll always appear in the Intereſt 
of the Court, and therefore are pru- 
dently to be avoided at any Juncture 
'thar chat Incereſf ſhall become roo for- 
e 


of . 1 * Py 
3 best 
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All Penſioners to a Court are the 
laſt Men to be choſen; though, for 
theſe, great Struggle has been al- 
ways made. They talk at. firſt with, 
the Spirit (not Honeſty) of Patriots, 


and afrerwards, on a little private 


Diſcipline, are for ever ſilent; they 
ſoon - loſe the Gift of Speech, and in 
the Houſe, are only conſpicuous, Sta- 
tue“ 3 2 £ 


One would imagine they had been 
dumb from their Nativity, like the 
famous Conjurer Campbell; though they 
have a much more profitable Employ- 


* 


ment in Life. 


at . 


be laſt thing I have to mention, 
is the Uſe that has been formerly 
made of the Exchequer in our Elec. 
tions, Which exceeds all other Prac- 
tices, and was very juſtly condemned 


in the Debates on rejecting the late Bill. 


for Freedom of Elections. Tis ex- 
tremely hard, that Money given by 
the Subject for Publick Uſes, and 
for their greater Security, ſhould be 
employed againſt them in the Ma- 
nagement of Elections; and that what 

. N . 
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was chearfully ad vanc'd by the Coun- 

try to ſerve a Government, ſhould 
be uſed by that Government to de- 
ſtroy that Country. But this, I hope, 
will never happen again to the People 
of Greer See 


© 


11 ſhall aaticis un ſhort cout 
of the Methods uſed by Candidates, 
with a remarkable Paragraph I have 
lately ſeen in the publick Prints. We 
«„ hear that a certain Perſon of Qua- 
lity, who ſets up for a certain Bo- 
„rough, not many Miles from Lon. 
+ don, where the Number of Electors 
are but thirteen, has very prudent- 
ly ſecured eight of them at his 
Houſe in Hannover Square, where 
they have been for many Days en: 
© tertain'd in the moſt ſumptuous 
5 manner; ſhewn all the Rarities and 
| « Diverſions. of the Town; and are 
* to be *clothed,”| befides their new 
1 8 Breeches handfeld, Belge oi Elec: 


(27) 
d This, 8 Real or Fictitious, 
needs no Comment: The Reader can 
eaſily le of its Meaning, and there- 

fore I make no — *. | 
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An EXTRACT from the Reports of 
\ the Committee of Secrecy, relating to 
the fiftitions Stock; and a Liſt of thoſe 
_ Members of both Houſes wits had the ſaid 
Stock held for them, in order to facilitate 

the paſſing the late South-Sea Bill. 


—— Lp 4 


A S to the Lords of Parliament, and Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, named in 
the Accompt of Stock fold, which Accompt of 
Stock amounts in the whole to 124,000 J. the 
* Particulars of which follow ?!: 
Mr. Robert Surman'being examined, and ſhew- . 
ed the ſaid Accompts of Stock ſold, ſays, That 
when he was (by Mr. Knight's Direction) pre- 
paring the ſaid Accompt of Stock. fold to be 
laid before the Houfe, Mr. Knight read thoſe 
Sums to him out of the Green Book ; wherein 
this Examinant, at the ſame time, ſaw the Lord 
- Chetwynd's Name, at the Head of an Accompt 
therein kept between his Lordſhip and Mr. 
Right ; and the Examinant verily believes, that 
his Lordfhip's Name and the ſaid Sums, and all 
the other Names and Sums which were read out 
of the ſaid Green Book, are real, and that ſuch 
. Perſons had ſuch Stock actually held for them; 
and that thoſe Sums were really held by Mr. 
Knight for Lord Cheruynd's Benefit, who had the 
power over ſo much Stock, and had a Right at 
any time to demand the Difference, in caſe of a 
Riſe ; and the Examinant never heard that his 
Lordſhip either paid any Money, or gave Secu- 
rity for paying for the ſaid Stock. And touching 
the following Sums, he ſays the ſame he ſaid con- 
cCerning the Stock charged to be ſold to the Lord 
(Cl etuynd. „„ © Stock 


1 
* e P — 4ooo{ 180 
* Tho Mun, . 2000 180 
Sir Rob. Chaplain 50001 174% 
Ld. Gower per Ede. Gibbon 20co | 180 
Ld Chetwynd — 3000; 179 
17 Ditto — —  - 2000 au 
March 1 obn Roberts —— 1000 178 
d Lanſdown per Gibbon — 5000 180 
Ditto — — 700 1764 
Edward Rolt Eſq; — 3000 1744 
| 5 Samuel Tuffnel Eſq ; 35000182 
John Burridge —— 2000 200 
1 Coll. Ow ames 73 — 1000; 250 
22 Wi. Chetwynd Eſq; 3000| 275 
Sir Copp. Bampfield 
Ri. 22 5 e 
Fohbn Bampfield per Ditto 1c 275 
Sir Fohn Bland per Ditto 1000275 
Sir Tho. Seabright per Ditto 1000] 275 
, Henry Dracks per Ditto. — 1000] 260 
Win. Chetwynd Eſq; -— 4009280 
Coll. Graham -=- 2000 | 280 
23 Sir Mm. Gordon 4000276 
T) bo. Mun Eſdq; —:˖ 2000275 
March 23 Wm. HFrreſter—— 1000 272 
* Coll. Monroe — !. GCGooof275 
Pat. Haldane Eſq; -—— 2285 
Edward Rolt Eſq; —— 8000285 
March 25 Sir Nm. Gordon - zoo 300 
Earl Nor bes — :·2•ũ 2000]300 
Earl of Eſex 2000] 305 
Ld Haddington: —ʃ 2000] 308 
Marq. Wincheſter —— 2000310 
Joſ. Banks — ͤ 
Wm. Chetwynd Eſq; —— 3000, 310 
Coll. Montgomery —— 200 315 
Tho, Poultney Eg; — 20003135 
Sir Mcunt Blundell —— 2000; 318 
Sir Wilfred Lawſon -—— 10 320 


Ch. Longueville per Rob.Cheſter 1 wy 325 


Wm. Yonge Eq; 


00.339 


Sir Mm. TER n — 300 
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(32). 
That: in one with Mr. Knight, 10 ince b 
Enquiry began, Mr. Knight has otten éxpreſſed 
a great deal of Uneaſineſs on account-of Stock 
fold'and bought for the Company, ſaying, He 
had in theſe. Affairs obliged.” ſeveral une, | 
wagm he did not care to name. 
And your, Commirtee mnmined, in "ths molt. 
ſolemn manner, 7 liam Conipere,” one of the Per- 
fons mentiened in the Accompt of the ſaid * 


i 57455 0⁰ K Stock; and he. declares, he did not 
; buy che Quantity of Stock in the ſaid Ac-- 
4 _ compt charged to be ſold to him, neither of the 
5 | South-S:a Company, Mr. Knight, "Me. Surmai, or 
\} ; any rather Perſon concerned e the Company, ro 
% © his knowledge: nor had he any ſuch Stock held 
i or taken in for him by+ 499 of rhe Perſons _afore- 
ſaid, 


And-tae ſeveral other Bro! ders an Pesch, who 

are alſo iuſerted in the ſaid Accompt as Bayers of 
other Parts ot the faid Stock, ha aving been exa- 
mined. by your Commirtee,” have,” in the like 
manner, depiied.gheir buying g ſuch Stock, or hay- 
ing the ume taken in or- held for them; and 
have. declared; that their Names are in the ſaid 
Acc: mp made uſe of Without their Know! eage 
or Content. and your Committee "obſerve, that 
the 4oceral Sums amount 5 3 5.500. Suuth-Sea 


W = pay 


Stout. 3 es * 
And from hefice% ir 15 evident; that Ar Names 


of the tain Perſons: haye been Helſtiod illy made 
uſe of, h order:t« gonceal the Per ſons for whoſe 


Benet: uch 85 oe Was 3 ** {poſed of. 
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